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from organic nature; and that of the much-sought lapis philo*
sophorum. It was through this dogma that entered the medical
and theosophic realm of the middle ages, and through the search
for these imaginary phantoms that the Arabians laid the foundation
for the acquisition, by empirical methods, of practical chemical
knowledge, of numerous facts and products. These in turn served
as building stones with which the later chemical structure was
erected. In the course of the ninth and tenth centuries the
Arabians also established the universities at Cordova, Seville
and Toledo. As centers of learning and research, these institutions
were visited by seekers of knowledge from all countries for the
purpose of studying medicine, magic and necromancy.

Arabian medicine, and with it the art of distillation and the
literature thereon, attained their greatest development during the
period from the eighth to the eleventh centuries. However, but
little definite information has come down to our own time con-
cerning the numerous writers whose works have been perpetuated
in their entirety or only in part. As a matter of fact, many of
the works attributed to them are apocryphal and the real authors
are not known with any degree of certainty. Not only is there
a variation of one or more centuries 'in the dates attributed to
them, but the opinions of historians concerning them is oftimes
contradictory.

The Arabian writings which are of greatest importance in
the documentary study of the history of distillation begin with
the works of Geber about the ninth century. From the twelfth
century on, the Arabian alchemists devoted themselves exclusively
to the transmutation of the baser metals to the nobler ones, to
the search for the lapis philosophorum.

It was during this earlier period of almost four centuries,
devoted largely to medical research, that the Arabians acquired
considerable skill in the art of distillation and the preparation
of distilled waters, of several oils and of alcohol, a skill that
was later lost in large part. Medical and alchemistic literature
reveal this knowledge of distillation, distilling apparatus and
distillates.

Since the time of the Egyptians it was Geber, whose frag-
mentary writings reveal for the first time a fair knowledge of
distillation, both of the dry distillation and of the distillation